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BARRENNESS  CAUSED  BY  FUNCTIONAL  DISTURBANCES OF THE OVARIES
Numerous cows fail to breed regularly because they do not come in heat. This is sometimes due to the retention of what is commonly called the corpus luteum. During the heat period, an egg or ovum is discharged from an ovary. This is conveyed through the tube into the womb. If the egg becomes fertilized by the male cell or spermatazoa, pregnancy results. The hole left in the ovary after the egg leaves it is filled with a yellow pigmented material called the corpus luteum. This corpus luteum or yellow body remains in the ovary during the time the cow carries the calf. After the animal calves the yellow body usually becomes absorbed. If the egg which ruptured from the ovary is not fertilized in the uterus, the corpus luteum disappears. If for any reason the normal functions of the ovaries are disturbed, the yellow body does not become absorbed after the cow calves. At times the yellow body persists in the ovary even though the egg was not fertilized. These yellow bodies frequently are as big as a hickory-nut. The failure of the yellow bodies to disappear naturally is called retained corpora lutea or yellow bodies. This leads to the failure of the animal to come in heat, leading the owner to believe that the cow is either pregnant or permanently sterile. The removal of the yellow body will usually cause the animal to come in heat in three or four days.
Sometimes the retained corpora lutea become cystic. This is the formation of a blister-like swelling in the ovary. The cyst is filled with a fluid. This results in an animal being continuously in heat or she might show irregular heat periods. This condition is usually termed cystic ovaries and the affected animals are called "bullers."
Treatment for the removal of yellow bodies or cysts should not be attempted by the owner. It is a difficult procedure and calls for much skill. The retained yellow body must be squeezed out or the cyst broken down. When this is done, the animal almost always resumes its normal heat